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Feral Cats
What went

wrong?

Neighborhoods around the US are teem-
ing with them, rummaging through trash
cans, fighting other animals, destroying
native wildlife, even biting an unsuspect-
ing childd this is the plague of the feral
cats. Feral cats are wild-born offspring of
domestic cats, left outdoors to breed and
fend for themselves. These offspring re-
vert back to their basic instincts, and
know only fear of humans, hunger for
lack of food, and territory in competition
with other animals. The average lifespan
of one of these creatures is typically less
than 5 years, the majority not living past
two. Sometimes they live in colonies that
can often be found living in or near dump-
sters and abandoned buildings, often
near apartment complexes as the kittens
of abandoned pets. They are considered
a pest, and are routinely eliminated using
different methods, not always humanely.
Feral cats seem such a far cry from the

typical image of the lazy house cat, living
out its average 15-20 year lifespan in the
comfort of a loving home and sunny spot
near the window. Most experts agree that
domestic cats that live indoors have a
better quality of life, and this is exempli-
fied by the extended lifespan.

Animal welfare organizations agree that
a fAfneurrpr el easeod or

is the most effective in curbing this prob-
lem humanely. Individual citizens often
take it upon themselves to trap feral cats
and have them fixed, while other commu-
nities organize TNR programs. Unfortu-
nately this a costly venture.

Thus the debate continues. Human be-
ings domesticated felines. Therefore,
should we be responsible for their well
being? If this is the case, then feral cats
deserve a second look.

Turkey Truths

The Nati ve

elected our national bird.

While domestic turkeys cannot fly, wild turkeys can fly over

55 miles per hour.

Turkeys are native to North America, and have been around

almost 10,000,000 years!
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Benjamin Franklin argued strongly for the turkey to be

can name for

turkey is fAfirkee.
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