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To commemor ate my p edide to walktthoough thédgsass?|tiobe be-
birthday, this entire edition is about our ing outside for awhile, but | am happy
speci al shelled friewmhesn ILed &ts tgo vgo t ha ank
the'recognition they deserve! where to find water outside so | get very
thirsty. My life is a slow one, but | am

The sun is shining, so | suppose itis time  happy because | know | am cared for!
to wake up. | have a habitat perfectly
suited to my needs, and it stays warm If you decide on a pet tortoise too, do
year round since my your eesdarehs Mak® & gramisé to tyour
bernate. | have water to lay in, another pet that you will feed them, make sure
water bowl to drink from, and a food bowl they are healthy, clean their habitat and
which is my favorite. | get a normal diet of  provide special treats often. Also, remem-
tortoise food, sure, but occasionally, | get  ber that tortoises get BIG and live a
some special treats. Kale, lettuce, carrots LONG time. This is part of the responsi-
and other veggies-but today is a special bility of ownership, and often it is a life-
day. Today, | get my absolute favorite; time commitment. Taking them to a zoo
fresh strawberries from the garden! | eat or turning them lose is unacceptable, be-
pretty slow, but | finish the entire snack cause they will struggle to adjust and of-
and go about my day sunning myself and ten will not be able to fend for them-

Kurma, exploring my habitat. When | get bigger, |  selves. If you are a responsible tortoise

the aut hor o6s
Footed Tortoise

&now my lruenanrw!l duild me an even
bigger habitat. Sometimes | get to go out-

owner, you understand that you are in
this for the long haul!

Tortoise

Turtle vs. Tortoise
Too often are these two confused! They are both reptiles, lay
eggs and have scales. However, the different between a tor-
toise and a turtle is really about environment and habitat. A

turtle lives in water and has webbed feet. A tortoise lives on

and
and streamlined, while a tortoise has a large, heavy domed
shell.

and has short ,

sturdy |
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