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Humane 
Education Kokomo Humane Society Mission 

Improving the lives of and preventing 
cruelty to domestic and companion 
animals through humane education, 

shelter, and uniting pets with families. 

Itõs time to make living ethically, sustainably, and peaceably on this planet the very purpose of education.  

www.humaneeducation.org 

The Dawn of the Equines  
Humans domesticated equines, the name 
of any member of the equus group, thou-
sands of years ago in Central Asia. Since 
that time, they have been used for farming, 
for warfare, for travel, entertainment and 
kept as pets. As a result, equines have 
been made famous in poetry, literature and 
song throughout the ages. Nowadays, a 
variety of equines do a multitude of jobs 
worldwide, including horses for transporta-
tion, donkeys and mules for carrying heavy 
loads, and ponies for pulling carts.  
Size Matters  
What is considered to be a pony or a horse 
can be a very confusing venture. A pony 
can be horse-sized, and a horse can be 
pony-sized, but that doesnôt make a small 
horse a pony and it doesnôt make a large 
pony a horse. Confused yet? The classifi-
cation for size is the magic number 14.2. 
That means 14.2 hands, the official equine 
measurement. A óhandô is equal to 4 
inches.  The breed standard for a pony 

means that it may not be taller than 14.2 
hands, but occasionally a pony can be lar-
ger. It is still classified as a pony, just as a 
horse under 14.2 is still considered a horse.  
Breed All About It  
The only true difference between a pony 
and a horse is breed. Arabian horses and 
Welsh ponies can actually be the same 
size, but the pony is always a pony, and the 
horse is always a horse. Ponies are 
thought to be descended from the offspring 
of wild and draft horses. They do have 
some distinct special features, though this 
is not true of all breed varieties. Most po-
nies have small heads and ears, compact 
shoulders and a narrow front. Working po-
nies, such as the Shetland, can pull as 
much weight as a draft horse. Many pony 
breeds thrive in cold, harsh climates. This 
is exemplified by the Tibetan pony, which 
lives in the mountains of Central Asia. 
Whatever the breed or size, the pony is an 
intelligent, friendly animal and an excellent 
companion when properly trained.  

Pig Facts  
Pigs do not have functional sweat glands, and must cool themselves with water or 
mud.  
Pigs have an excellent sense of smell and are used to find truffles.  
Pigs rank # 4 in animal intelligence after chimpanzees, dolphins and elephants.  
Pigs were among the first animals to be domesticated, around 6,000 years ago.  
A pig can run a seven -minute mile.  

When is a 

horse not a 

horse? When 

it is a pony, 

of course!  
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Dairy farming is a significant 
institution in the US, and a lot 
of our diet depends on it. 
Letôs start at the beginning. 
At 5 in the morning, the farm-
ers begin the first milking of 
the day. With a special ma-
chine, the process takes less 
than 5 minutes. A large dairy 
farm usually has a herd of 
over 300 cows. The average 
dairy cow produces 90 
glasses of milk a day! Every 
time a cow is milked, the ud-
ders are washed to keep milk 
bacteria free, and all pens 
and barns are kept as clean 
as most houses to protect the 
health of the cows.  Dairy 
cows are checked for health 
every day, and their milk pro-  

duction is recorded. If a 
cow isnôt producing 
enough milk, a veterinar-
ian is called in to make 
sure she is healthy.   
Food For Thought  
Cows eat a LOT of food, 
nearly 75 pounds per day, 
and drink almost 35 gal-
lons of water! Cows donôt 
actually chew their food 
when they first eat. They 
swallow it whole and chew 
on it later. This is com-
monly called ñchewing 
cud,ò but the actual term is 
rumination. Cows spend 
about 6 hours a day rumi-
nating. The average cow 
diet is 30 pounds of corn, 
12 pounds of alfalfa hay, 8 
pounds cottonseed and 25 
pounds of a cereal mix-
ture.  
All that cow food equals a 
lot of cow poop-about 65 
pounds per day! Because 

of the healthy diet, cow 
manure is very rich in nu-
trients, and is typically 
used as fertilizer for 
nearby farms.  
Not Just Milk  
Only 35% of milk from 
cows ends up in a carton. 
The other 65% is made 
into ice cream, cheese, 
sour cream, butter,  yo-
gurt, baby formula, curds 
AND whey. Over one-third 
of our dairy in America is 
consumed as cheese.  
Not Just Cows  
While a good portion of 
our dairy products come 
from cows, the same is not 
true for everyone. In many 
countries, cheese and milk 
commonly come from 
goats, buffalo and sheep. 
In central Asia, Yak is the 
dairy animal of choice. The 
Tibetans make all of their 
butter and milk from them! 

I was raised around horses, riding solo since the age of 18 months! 

Unfortunately, not everyone who has the love of farm animals has 

the space, time or money to care for them properly. Over the last few 

years weôve had horses, pigs, goats, geese and chickens surren-

dered to us at the Kokomo Humane Society. We only have enough 

room to house them temporarily, so if you, or anyone you know has a 

farm with extra space, make sure they consider us for adoption.  

 

Weôre ready for more visits and shelter tours in March! Schedule a 

visit today- Ben and I are ready to come to your classroom for a visit. 

At the Kokomo Humane Society we are committed to preventing pet 

overpopulation and animal abandonment. This takes everyoneôs co-

operation to educate our community! Reach me at 765-452-6224 ext. 

3 or e.auth@kokomohumane.org   

Many Thanks, Emily J. Auth,  
Community Outreach Coordinator  
In riding a horse we borrow freedom.   ~Helen Thomson  

713 North Elizabeth, Kokomo IN 46901  
(765) 452-6224 

Monday-Friday 12-6 Saturday 11-4  
www.kokomohumane.org 

 

Check us out on  
facebook,  myspace 

and twitter! 

Emily J. Auth 
Avid equestrian for as long 

as she can remember. 

A Day in the Life of a Dairy Cow  

Did You Know?  
The Kokomo Humane 
Society accepts every 
domestic animal that 

comes through the door. 
On a typical day that 

means cats and dogs, 
but we get farm animals 
too! Weôve had horses, 

pigs, goats, geese, chick-
ensï you name it! If you 
have space and would 

like to be considered for 
farm animal adoption, 

give us a call!    
 


