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Herpetology is the zoological study of rep- of Reptiles, o the dinc¢
tiles and amphibians. They are the creepy ins ruled the lands. They were the largest
crawlies. The stuff of horror movies, night- land animals in our history. The close of
H erpetology: mares and scary bedtime stories. They are this period of history saw the extinction of
R t-l d perceived as slimy, sneaky and sometimes  most large reptiles, except sea turtles and
eptilies an evil. Yet, reptiles and amphibians are es- the smaller species, many of which survive
Amph|b| ans sential to the balance of nature. Just what today.

makes them so special?
REPTILES

There are nearly 6,800 species of reptiles
including turtles, snakes, crocodiles and
lizards. They range in size from the dwarf
gecko, which is less than one inch long to
the saltwater crocodile, which can weigh
more than a ton.

All reptiles are cold-blooded, have scales,
and the majority lay eggs. A few excep-
tions, such as the Blue-tongue skink, give
birth to live young.

The origin of reptiles begins about 315 mil-
lion years ago with a small, lizard-like ani-
mal with sharp teeth. Ancient turtles are
also believed to be one of the earliest an-
cestors of modern
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Reptiles have developed a unique physical
structure, enabling them to live in a variety

of habitats. Thick, watertight skin allows

them to live on dry land. Most reptiles are
carnivorous and eat a wide variety of other
creatures. A few species of reptiles are
vegetarians and must swallow pebbles and
rocks to help digestion. Most reptiles have
better eyesight than humans, but many rep-
tiles, such as snakes,
of smell.

Reptiles have a special role in our ecosys-
t em. Wit hout t hem,
rodents and insects. Snake venom is cur-
rently being used to treat a number of can-
cers. These creatures are fascinating, and
the AAg
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Weird Critters

parts.
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The horned lizard can squirt a spray of blood from its eyes.
The Slow Worm is not a worm at all...it is a legless lizard!
The Axolotl (right) is an unusual salamander than can regenerate lost body

The Chinese Giant salamander can grow to be 6 feet long, and apparently
porches|
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AMPHIBIANS

Herpetology continued...

The amphibious ancestors
were odd creatures: fish
with leg-like fins that al-
lowed them to crawl along
the sea bottom. Over time
they grew quite large, but
competition with the newly
developing reptiles forced

tiles, but can have mucous
and toxic glands on their
skin. All have a hearing
system, and frogs and
salamanders in particular
have very good vision. A
special branch of amphibi-
ans, called caecilians, are

Crocodile vs. Alliga-

The word amphlblan comes the amphibians into

_ legless. They have no
from the ancient Greek mean-  smaller sizes. Today they

eyes but use their sense of

ing fibotho and rdideinksife frém th¥iBat

makes amphibians special is

a metamorphosis they un-
dergo to reach their adult
form. They begin life as an

egg, then a secondary larval
stage (think tadpole) then as

an adult (like a frog).
Amphibians include frogs,
toads, salamanders and

newts. The majority live in or
near water in tropical condi-

tions.

zilian Gold Frog which is
smaller than a pencil
eraser to the giant Chi-
nese salamander, which
can grow to 6 feet long.
Amphibians never devel-
oped the ability to live en-
tirely on land, and must
return to fresh water to lay
their eggs.

All amphibians share a few
basic traits. They have the

smell to navigate and de-
tect food.

Amphibians are very sen-
sitive to environmental
changes. For reasons yet
unknown, they have been
disappearing from their
habitats over the last two
decades. Current plans
are underway to stem this
crisis, but the causes are
still poorly understood.
The current top 10 most

The first group of amphibians  same jaw structure and endangered animals on
shows up i n EarhivémdothBiinSThéy o/ Earth are all amphibians.
nearly 400 million years ago. not have scales like rep-

We CAN all be
friends!

Check us out on
facebook, myspace

It is cold outside! Make and twitter!
sure your furry friends
have warm, comfortable
places to brave the weather. Remember, if it is too cold
for you out there, it is too cold for them.
Webve had few classroom visits and shelter tours in
ary, |l etds double that number in February! Schedul e

today- Ben and | are ready to come to your classroom for

a visit. At the Kokomo Humane Society we are committed

to preventing pet overpopulation and animal abandon-

ment. This takes everyoneds cooperation to educate o
community! Reach me at 765-452-6224 ext. 3 or

e.auth@kokomohumane.org

Many Thanks, Emily J. Auth,

Community Outreach Coordinator

Behold the turtle. He makes progress only when he sticks
his neck out.

- James Bryant Conant
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